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Lehigh University Choral Arts 
Steven Sametz, Artistic Director 
Sun Min Lee, Associate Director 
CHRISTMAS VESPERS 
Packer Memorial Church 
Sunday, December 6, 2015 
4 o'clock and 8 o'clock' 
Prelude Music 
Ian Tomesch, University Organist 
Andrea Wittchen, harp 
Processional: What Wondrous Love Is This? American Folksong 
arr. Sametz 
LEHIGH CHORAL ARTS 
V) - \ 
~ 
(-..1 - 
Sara Huser & Kalyani Singh, sopranos 
What wondrous love is this, 0 my Soul, 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
To send so great a gift, 0 my Soul? 
Ye winged seraphs fly, bear the news! 
Ye winged seraphs fly like lightning through the sky 
Fill vast Eternity with the news! 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, 
To God and to the Lamb, and to the great I Am, 
While millions join the psalm, I will sing! 
Invocation 
Reverend Lloyd H. Steffen 4 o'clock 
Reverend Allen J. Hoffa, 8 o'clock 
Hymn: The First Nowell 
You are invited to stand and join in the singing of the hymns. 
The first Nowell the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 
In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
(Refrain) 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell 
Born is the King of Israel! 
They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the east beyond them far 
And to the earth it gave great light 
And so it continued both day and night. 
(Refrain) 
This star drew nigh to the northwest 
O'er Bethlehem it took its rest 
And there it did both stop and stay 
Right over the place where Jesus lay. 
(Refrain) 
Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heav'nly Lord 
That hath made heav'n and earth of naught 
And with his blood mankind hath bought. 
(Refrain) 
Reading I: Behold A Silly Tender Babe 
Johanna Ireland 4 o'clock 
Jess Heymach 8 o'clock 
Robert Southwell 
LEHIGH UNIVERSITY GLEE CLUB 
Still, 0 Himmel (Quiet, 0 Heaven) 
(Sung in German) 
Quiet, 0 Heaven, quiet, 0 Earth! 
Jesus is closing his eyes. 
Quiet, that his peaceful rest 
not be disturbed! 
Traditional Bavarian Folksong 
arr. Thomas 
Refrain: Sleep, Jesus, sweetly sleep 
and now enjoy thy rest! 
LEHIGH UNIVERSITY CHORAL ARTS 
Ave Maria (Hail Mary) 
(Sung in Latin) 
Felix Mendelssohn 
Austin Keller, tenor 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 
Blessed art thou among women, 
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Pray for us sinners, now and in the hour of our death. Amen. 
Reading II: Bajo El Astro de Belen 
(Beneath the Star of Bethlehem) 
Jonathan Gonzalez 4 o'clock 
Michelle Sanabria 8 o'clock 
J.N. de los Santos 
LEHIGH UNIVERSITY CHOIR 
Riu, riu chiu (The Sleep of the Baby Jesus) Medieval Carol 
(Sung in Spanish) 
Philip Basnage, baritone 
Chris Palmer & Michelle Sanabria, percussion 
Riu, riu, chiu. Our Lord keeps watch by the river. 
God who keeps the wolf (the Devil) far away, keeps safe our lamb (our Lady). 
The furious wolf attempted to bite her 
But almighty God protected her well: 
Such did he make her, she could know no sin, 
A Virgin unstained by our first father's fault. 
Riu, riu, chiu ... 
The newborn child is the mightiest monarch, 
Christ patriarchal invested with flesh. 
He made himself tiny and so redeemed us: 
He who was infinite became finite. 
Riu, riu, chiu ... 
Many a prophecy told of his coming, 
And now in our days have we seen them fulfilled. 
God became man, on earth we behold him, 
And see man in heaven because he so willed. 
Riu, riu, chiu ... 
DOLCE-The Lehigh University Women's Ensemble 
Dominus uobiscum (The Lord be with you) Jacob Narverud 
(Sung in Latin) 
Sara Lynn Farwell, soprano (4 o'clock) 
Sara Huser, soprano (8 o'clock) 
The Lord be with you 
Peace we leave with you 
and with your spirit. Amen. 
LEHIGH UNIVERSITY CHOIR 
Gaudete (Rejoice!) 
(Sung in Latin) 
Steven Sametz 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Christ is born of the Virgin Mary: rejoice! 
The time of grace has come, 
This that we have desired; 
Verses of joy, Let us devoutly return. 
God has become man, 
Nature marveling; 
The world has been renewed, 
By the reigning Christ. 
The closed gate of Ezechiel is passed through; 
Vvhence the light is born, Salvation is found. 
Therefore let our gathering, Now sing in brightness 
Let it give praise to the Lord: Greeting to our King. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Christ is born of the Virgin Mary: rejoice! 
Reading III: The Gospel According to Luke 2: 8-12 
Gene Tauber 4 o'clock 
Robert Smith 8 o'clock 
LEHIGH UNIVERSITY CHOIR 
Weihnachtsmotette (Christmas Motet) 
(Sung in German) 
Albert Becker 
Be not afraid, for behold, I bring you tidings of great joy, which shall be unto all people. 
For unto you this day is born in the city of David, Christ the Lord. 
Glory be to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill towards all. 
LEHIGH UNIVERSITY GLEE CLUB 
Quanno nascete nino (When the Babe was born) Traditional Neapolitan 
(Sung in Italian) arr. Beckschafer 
Sam Evers & Dom Behe, tenors 
Brian Logsdon & Max Anselm, whistlers 
When Ninno was born in Bethlehem, 
It was night but it looked like noon ... 
Never were the stars so brilliant and beautiful, so clear 
And the most sparkling went to summon the Magi in the East. 
The sheep looked at the shepherds 
And an angel more resplendent than the sun appeared 
And told them,"Don't be afraid, no! 
Happiness and laughter! Earth has become Paradise!" 
LEHIGH UNIVERSITY CHOIR 
Rodie Christus natus est Francis Poulenc 
(Sung in Latin) 
Today is Christ born; today the Savior has appeared; 
Today the Angels sing, the Archangels rejoice; 
Today the righteous rejoice, saying: 
Glory to God in the highest. Alleluia! 
Hymn: Joy to the World Georg Frideric Handel 
Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness, 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders, wonders of his love. 
DOLCE-The Lehigh University Women's Ensemble 
Irish Lullaby Traditional Irish 
arr. Sametz 
Sarah Dudney, flute 
Kelly Seims and Kalyani Singh, sopranos (4pm) 
Sara Huser and Nadine Clopton, sopranos (8pm) 
Shaheen, shoho, my child is my treasure 
My jewel, my sinless, my share of the world 
Shaheen, shoho, now sweet is my pleasure 
My dark flag of sorrow forever is furled. 
Child of my bosom, may sleep ever thrive with you 
Luck and contentment be ever in store. 
God and your mother will nothing deprive from you 
Sleep now, my baby, 'til dawn's at the door. 
On the hill of the sidhe [fairy mound] the fairies are dancing 
Playing their games by the fair moon of spring! 
Here they come, tiptoe, laughing and prancing 
To lure him away to the dunn [castle] of their king. 
They shall not entice you by dint of their charming 
They shall not allure you by the sound of their ceol [song]. 
I guard you by prayer from all that is harming 
And God, with His warm wings, shall shelter your soul. 
Bright as the branch of the red rowan berries 
Short are the years you are wrapped in my love 
Mocraoibhin [my child], close your eyes to the fairies, 
And open your ears to the angels above. 
God does not grudge me the love of my baby, 
You are my toy and my plaything the while; 
Toddle with me, for the day will come maybe, 
When lonely you'll wander for mile after mile. 
LEHIGH UNIVERSITY CHORAL ARTS 
Wie lieblich sind deine Wohnungen Johannes Brahms 
(How Lovely Are Your Dwelling Places) (Sung in German) 
l 
J 
How lovely are your dwelling places, 0 Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, even faints for the courts of the Lord: 
My heart and soul cry out for the living God. 
Blessed are they that dwell in your house: 
they will ever praise you. 
Hymn: What Child Is This? Greensleeves, Traditional English Carol 
Dominic, Behe, violin 
What Child is this who, laid to rest 
On Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom Angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
Refrain 
This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and Angels sing; 
Haste, haste, to bring him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary. 
So bring him incense, gold and myrrh, 
Come peasant, king to own him; 
The King of kings salvation brings, 
Let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Refrain 
DOLCE-The Lehigh University Women's Ensemble 
Mistletoe Carol Andrew Carter 
Noel, noel! 
Christmas trees and mistletoe, 
Woolen gloves and frosty breath and mistletoe. 
Noel, noel! 
Snowball fights and icy slides and blazing fires and mistletoe! 
Bells ring, clanging, pealing bells in the cold night air, 
hot mince pie with too much pastry, carol singers out of tune- 
Switch off the telly, pretend we're out! 
Noel, noel! 
Put up the decorations, 
wrap up the presents and write the cards and fill the stockings. 
And don't forget to thaw the turkey, 
Don't forget to get in the sherry, 
And don't you dare to drink and drive, 
and don't forget to remember the poor. 
Noel, noel! 
Midnight strikes, Christmas Day! 
Kiss me under the mistletoe, 
Christmas pud and brandy butter and wash up the pots and watch 'The Queen.' 
Noel, noel! 
Open your presents and open your hearts! 
Noel, noel! 
LEHIGH UNIVERSITY CHOIR 
This Little Light of Mine Traditional Spiritual 
arr. Hogan 
Brian Logsdon, baritone 
Sarah Dudney, mezzo-soprano 
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine. 
All through the night, I'm gonna let it shine. 
My God gave it to me, children, I'm gonna let it shine. 
LEHIGH UNIVERSITY GLEE CLUB 
Oh, What A Pretty Little Baby Traditional Gospel 
arr. Sametz 
Chris Palmer, tenor 
Oh, what a pretty little baby, Jesus is his name. 
He's born in a manger and Jesus is his name. 
Oh, what a pretty little baby, The Wonderful Counselor, 
and Jesus is his name. 
O come let us adore him! Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Halleluia! He's born the King of angels. Jesus is his name! 
Reading IV: The Book of Isaiah 9: 6 & 11: 2, 6 
Marc Lawson & Daniel Amankwatia 4 o'clock 
Malcolm Erdogan & Mike Miele 8 o'clock 
LEHIGH UNIVERSITY CHORAL ARTS l 
Alleluia from Roi David (King David) Arthur Honegger 
Kait Hess, soprano 4 o'clock 
Charis Lasky, soprano 8 o'clock 
And God said: the day shall dawn 
To bring a flow'r, newly born; 
From thy stem in fullness growing, 
In fragrance sweet, night and morn, 
All my people shall adorn, 
With breath of life bestowing 
Alleluia. 
Lo How A Rose Michael Praetorius 
arr. Sametz 
Lehigh is proud of its long tradition of choral singing. The singing of 
Praetorius' s "Lo How A Rose E'er Blooming" dates back more than sixty 
years, when the the men's Glee Club sang it annually under the direction 
of Robert ("Boss") Cutler. Since coming to Lehigh, Steven Sametz has built 
on this tradition, offering a newly arranged version of this Lehigh classic 
each year as a present to both the singers of Lehigh University Choral 
Arts and to our friends and families who come to hear and support us. 
This year's "Lo How A Rose" incorporates themes heard earlier in Albert 
Becker's "Christmas Motet." 
Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming from tender root hath sprung, 
Of Jesse's lineage coming as men of old have sung, 
It came a flow'ret bright 
Amidst the cold of winter when half spent was the night. 
Isaiah 'twas foretold it, this Rose I have in mind, 
With Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother kind, 
To show God's love aright 
She bore to us a Saviour 
When half-spent was the night. 
Benediction 
Reverend Lloyd H. Steffen, 4 o'clock 
Reverend Allen J. Hoff a, 8 o'clock 
Alleluia-amen Steven Sametz 
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*** 
Many thanks to Ellen Lewis, Linda Ganus, 
David Diggs, Linda Lipkis and Nadine Sine 
for all their help with the Vespers services. 
*** 
Christmas Vespers has for many years been an important part of Lehigh's 
distinguished singing tradition. The candles used in the service are a gift 
from Jerry Bidlack in memory of his wife, Nancy, and their son, Benjamin. 
*** 
Mark your calendars now for the upcoming concerts of the 
Lehigh University Choral Arts Season! 
Friday & Saturday, April 1 & 2, 2016 8 PM Baker Hall 
University Choir, Dolce & Glee Club 
If Music Be the Food of Love 
Settings inspired by the words of William Shakespeare 
on the 400'" anniversary of the Bard's death. 
In collaboration with the Department of Theatre & Mock Turtle Marionettes 
Friday & Saturday, May 6 & 7, 2016 8 PM Baker Hall 
Lehigh Choral Arts 
Mahler: Lieder eines fahrenden Gesellen (Songs of a Wayfarer) 
Sametz: The River Merchant's Wife: A Letter (orchestral premiere) 
Brahms: Ein Deutsches Requiem (A German Requiem) 
featuring Jee Hyun Lim, soprano & Troy Cooke, baritone 
Honoring the memory of Robert Zoellner, 
who gave so much to so many in the arts at Lehigh. 
For ticket information, call Zoellner Arts Center 
610-758-2787 www.zoellnerartscenter.org 
*** 
